LES ENLUMINURES

PRESS RELEASE

CHICAGO ANTIQUES +ART+ DESIGN SHOW
May 16 to 19, 2019

STAND #402
The Mart
222 W Merchandise Mart
Chicago, IL 60654
7th floor
Les Enluminures is delighted to be returning to the Chicago Antiques Art and
Design Show after a hiatus of many years. Founded in Paris in 1991 by Dr.
Sandra Hindman, Les Enluminures currently has gallery spaces in Paris, Chicago, and New York. Specializing in manuscripts, miniatures, historic finger
rings and jewelry from the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, the gallery has
forged long-standing relationships with major museums and prestigious private collections throughout the world . It exhibits currently at TEFAF Maastricht, Masterpiece, the Winter Show, and Paris Fine Art. The gallery is wellknown for the level of its scholarship but also for the diversity, high quality,
and provenance of the works it offers for sale.
At the Merchandise Mart, Les Enluminures will exhibit representative examples from its extensive collections, including medieval manuscripts such as Books of Hours, miniatures, and historic rings.
Books of Hours are the quintessential picture book of the Middle Ages. Sparkling with gold leaf and painted on animal skin with
pigments composed of precious stones, Books of Hours communicate a rich visual experience to their owners. This Book of Hours (Fig . 1)
bears all the hallmarks of Parisian fifteenth-century art at a time when Paris was the world center of the production of illuminated
manuscripts. With its fifteen large pictures and its rich border decoration, the manuscript was certainly customized for a special owner
who spared no expense on its production.
Miniatures are paintings that once adorned medieval manuscripts. Their large size and high quality as paintings accounts for having
often been - historically - removed from their original manuscripts and framed as paintings. This magnificent and large historiated
initial D illustrated with a monumental scene of the Coronation of the Virgin was recently described as "one of the most splendid examples of the art of Renaissance manuscript illumination in Perugia" (Fig. 2) . It is well-known because it belonged to many important collectors, including the famous art historian, Sir John Pope Hennessy. The opulence of the ornamental jewelry and the tangle of colorful
foliate and floral decoration in the Coronation are similar to creations by the workshop of Bartolomeo Caporali.
Combining rubies and emeralds, the gemstones signifying love, passion, and desire, this remarkable late Renaissance ring combines
high-quality stones with pastel enamel and fine gold tooling (Fig. 3). Reflecting fashions that appear in paintings of the same period, this
and other historic rings offer clients the opportunity to combine a love of history with an appreciation for beauty and artistic excellence in
a work of art they can actually wear.
New exhibition spaces in the award-winning building at One Mag Mile (980 North Michigan) offer prospective clients and interested parties of Les Enluminures a unique opportunity to view (and purchase) medieval art in the Chicagoland area. This is the first time in
Chicago's history that the city is home to a medieval manuscript art gallery.
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BOOK OF HOURS (USE OF PARIS)
In Latin and French, Illuminated manuscript on parchment.
15 large miniatures and 6 historiated initials by an artist in the circle of the
Coetivy Master
France, Paris, c. 1460-14 70
This has all the hallmarks of a Parisian Book of Hours customized for an individual
patron instead of an "off the shelf" production . The full cycle of pictures and the unusual richness of the borders are indications that the owner spared no expenses. The
manuscript is attributed to an artist in the circle of the Coetivy Master, deemed "the
most important artist practicing in Paris in the third quarter of the century"
$100,000.00

2.

BARTOLOMEO CAPORALI (?)
attributed to (Perugia, documented 1442-1503)
Coronation of the Virgin in an initial D
Italy, Perugia, c. 1485-1490
This magnificent and large historiated initial D illustrated with a monumental scene of
the Coronation of the Virgin was recently described by Gaudenz Freuler as "one of the
most splendid examples of the art of Renaissance manuscript illumination in Perugia ." It
is well-known because it belonged to many important collectors, including the famous
art historian, Sir John Pope Hennessy, and has long been attributed to Bartholomeo
Caporali, a Perugian painter working at the beginning of the High Renaissance.
$115,000.00
3.

BAROQUE ENAMELED RING SET WITH RUBIES AND AN EMERALD
Gold, enamel, rubies and emerald
Western Europe (Spain or Italy?), c. 1650
Weight 8 gr.; bezel 16.5 x 15.6 mm.; circumference 57 .65 mm .; US size 8 ¼; UK
size Q ½
As seen in portraits of the period, it was the height of fashion for European royals and
nobility during the late Renaissance and Baroque eras to wear luxurious, opulent rings
often composed of decorative cruciform shapes and studded with precious gemstones.
The bezel, riveted to an openwork base in white, pink, and pale blue enamel, displays a
box-set, table-cut emerald surrounded by four rubies in the same cut and setting .
$30,000.00
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