THE LOMBARD HAGGADAH
by milvia bollati, flora cassen and marc michael epstein

This scholarly book includes chapters on the art, iconography, and historical
context of a remarkable medieval manuscript: a Haggadah with seventy-five
watercolor paintings created in the circle of the famous artist Giovannino de’
Grassi (d. 1398) in Milan in the late fourteenth century. The book includes
contributions from several internationally recognized scholars as well as a full
physical description of the Lombard Haggadah, and many colour reproductions.
Extensive comparisons with other art works complete the publication.

12 APRIL 2019
ISBN: 978-1-911300-66-3
Hardback, 300 x 195 mm
240 pages, 200 ills.
£45 / €50 / $60
Published by Les Enluminures
Distributed by Paul Holberton Publishing

Distributed in the UK by
CASEMATE PUBLISHING
www.casematepublishing.co.uk
To ORDER in the UK please contact
ORCA BOOK SERVICES LTD
tradeorders@orcabookservices.co.uk

Telling the story of the flight of the Jews from Egypt based on the biblical book of
Exodus, the Haggadah was – and still is – used during the Seder, the ritual meal of
the first night of Passover. The text of this remarkable manuscript has been richly
illustrated by many artists in different countries for over seven hundred years. With its
seventy-five illustrations, occupying the margins of almost every page, this manuscript
expresses the elegant language of the Gothic International style in Lombardy.
Directly related to the workshop of the renowned master builder, sculptor, and
illuminator Giovannino de’ Grassi, who flourished under the patronage of the noble
Visconti family in Milan, the present volume was probably commissioned by a wealthy
individual. The presumed date of origin of the Lombard Haggadah corresponds with a
period known for its wave of immigration into Lombardy of northern European Jews,
who were especially welcomed by Duke Gian Galeazzo Visconti.
Last on public exhibition in the Paris World’s Fair in 1900, when it belonged to a
French family, the Lombard Haggadah was then sold in 1927 in London to the noted
collector of Hebrew manuscripts Salman Schocken. Little known, the manuscript has
remained in private hands ever since. It survives as the earliest stand-alone Italian
Haggadah. Of the greatest rarity, it is one of three illustrated medieval Haggadahs still
privately owned.
Sharon Liberman Mintz, Curator of Jewish Art, The Jewish Theological Seminary,
states “I have worked with Hebrew illuminated manuscripts all of my professional life,
and this one stands out for its fresh, charming, and sometimes unique paintings as well
as its historical importance”.
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